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Education                     Bill Earl    John Hesse 
50/50 raffle                   Mary Arnold 
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State Board Meeting Sept. 23 2009 
Reported by Ron Hunt 

The State Board is asking about your feeling about a 5$ in-
crease for the year of 2011 it was stated that there had not been 
an increase since the year of 1990. With the increase in cost of 
promoting and printing of the Steelheaders Club it is a thing 
we need to talk about. Please bring your thoughts to our next 
general membership meeting and share them at that time. 
From the West side of the State it was announced that the Hol-
land fish cleaning station is now in operation. It also has a unit 
to do Walleye and bluegills so it is a multi usage cleaning sta-
tion. 
Lake Heron report It was stated that there has been a continu-
ing reduction in fish planting for the Lake They will try to take 
Cisco back to Wolf Lake for further growth then they will be 
released into the Lake. They are also rearing Atlantic Salmon 
to be planted for upcoming year. 
There was discussion about the DEQ will be merged with an-
other Department. 

Ex-Presidents Corner: 
 I know the usual term is “past” But when pronounced it sounds like passed like in passed away.  And my quirky nature prefers  
“ex” which means “has-been”. Besides Has-been is a better lead in to what I want to talk about. 
  My time as your President has been challenging, exciting, rewarding, and I won’t lie at times disappointing. I won’t go into the chal-
lenges, except to say the last 5 years have been a wild ride. The growth of the chapter and the things we have become involved in is really 
amazing. 
 Exciting and rewarding sort of go together, not so much for things happening to me as what we were doing. I sincerely hope that eve-
ryone at some point takes part in a youth event. I know I tend to go on and on about these BUT the first time you watch their faces as you set 
up either the machine or get things ready for them to fish you to will be hooked. Never mind the laughter as the drag screams on the fishing 
machine or the look as they land their prize. Along with that are the memories of those who caught their first big lake fish on our outings. 
Some of them had never been on the Lakes before, I remember occasionally having to wait for daylight to clear the pier heads for a couple of 
the more nervous ones. 
 When my first wife passed away I was told to NEVER say woulda, coulda, or shoulda, as thinking in the past will drive you nuts. 
Well as my boat name (Insanity) implies its waaayyy to late for that. O.K. I’m already nuts so here is the one major thing I wish coulda been 
different. Involvement, we have over 120 members, which means over 120 reasons to be in the chapter. All of which are good however I’ve 
always had the opinion that the more involved one can be the more one gets out of their membership. While we did a good job of getting peo-
ple to join it actually became harder to get volunteers when needed for events and / or to serve on the Board. Way to many nominations were 
unopposed. I hear a lot of  “I don’t have time” And I grant you life is very busy these days. But having served on a couple of boards at the 
same time I can really give you a busy schedule. If the chapter is important you make the time to do your best not just hope that the best hap-
pens. 
 In conclusion Gerri and I want to thank you for your support the past 5 years. 
See you all at the October meeting 
Tight Lines, Larry 



 
RESIGNATIONS 

 Larry and Gerri Have announced their resignations from their post. At the Sept meeting 
we will be accepting nominations from the floor for the position of President and Mem-
bership Chair/member at large. Elections to be held at the October Meeting 

The President shall be the chief officer of the Chapter and shall preside at all meet-
ings of the membership and of the Board of Directors. He shall appoint all standing com-
mittees and be an ex officio member thereof. He shall have the general powers and duties 
of supervision and management usually vested in the office of president of an organiza-
tion. 
 The Membership Chair keeps records of membership.  This would be your only po-
sition, not all the other jobs Gerri did. 
          We are complying with a request from our board and not discussing reasons for our 
resignations at this time. 
           You have all been a very important part of our lives and many of you send us per-
sonal emails to the chapter email, our emails are lhoort948@yahoo.com and 
gkowa8944@yahoo.com. 
           We thank you all for your past support and hope you continue to support Mid-
Michigan Steelheaders and the MSSFA. 
Larry and Gerri 
 
SPECIAL NOTE FROM GERRI: I would like to thank each of you that supported us and 
accepted the person I am, you let me be me. What you saw is what you got!  No I don’t 
fish; shoot, I didn’t even understand those lures that I got donated (but did ask our ven-
dors to explain them to me, they sure got a kick out of trying to explain; can you imag-
ine!); never knew or cared about Roberts Rules of Order. But yet you seemed to accept 
the “down homey” (as 1 member described me) type person I am. I thank you for this 
from the bottom of my heart. 
So many of you have always been there to help, when I’ve needed you. And all that you 
all accomplished with the programs we got involved with, WOW! I have always bragged 
that our chapter may not be the biggest, we didn’t act formal; but we had the friendliest 
members, that were there to help and care about each other; and we sure laughed and had 
fun. To see most of you walk into our meetings smiling, talking; was a joy each month. 
I can’t tell you how much I enjoyed meeting each of you and getting to know each one of  
You. 

OCTOBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING SPECIAL ELECTION 
There will be a special election held at our October 19 membership meeting to elect a new President 
(our Vice President Steve Markucki has declined the position) and a membership chairperson. If you 
know someone that would be good to fill these positions or would even like to run for them yourself; 
please email mmsteelheaders@yahoo.com ASAP. Or you can do this before the election at the meet-
ing. 
At the September meeting Doug Herbruck was nominated as running for President and Pam Bieganski  
was nominated to run as Membership Chairperson. It would be great if we had more people running 
for these positions. Please turn in your names right away. Now don’t be shy! 



    

WELLSTON OUTING 
  
Well, this year’s Wellston outing for salmon was a bust as far as the fishing went. Many of us arrived on Friday to get 
a head start on the fishing and to find a “secret spot” to win the big fish contest. Salmon were in and jumping all 
around. However, the score was a big goose egg, with only one fish on and lost. The weather was great though. Sunny 
skies and temps in the 70s. 
  
Saturday, the day of the contest arrived and we were all on the Manistee before daylight. The sun came up and still no 
salmon. We threw plugs, spinners, cranks, and even some spawn at them, but to no avail. Finally we anchored up and 
put flatfish back to work in the runs. Fish on!!! Fish off. Two hits later we finally boated a salmon that wrapped around 
a log and didn’t have the strength to break off before we could net him. We had one more fish on and lost before we 
headed back to camp to ready for the weigh in and lunch. 
  
At the weigh in there was only one fish to weigh.  A huge 7lb 5oz took the prize! Well maybe not huge, caught by Pete 
Holcomb on a flatfish. Michigan State lost to Central Michigan , Could it get any worse? But, the weather was great. 
  
Some of us stayed and fished Sunday morning. Greg Blankstrom, caught the only salmon that day and I don’t recall 
what it weighed but it would have surly taken the prize if caught Saturday. We left around 11am . Sunday, with a total 
for 9 people, of two salmon, one walleye, and one northern pike. But, the weather was great. 
  
I am looking for another place to hold the outing next year that would have cabins to stay in. Maybe this would get 
more people involved is fishing the Manistee. If anyone has an Idea please let me know so I can check it out for next 
year. 
  
Doug Herbruck 

OCTOBER 19 MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
 

Each year this is an extremely important meeting for both Big Lake and Stream/River fishing people! 
ALL of the outings and events for 2010 get planned. If you would like to chair an outing in 2010 
come prepared with the location and the date of your outing. 
As usual our meetings are held at Buddies in the Holt Plaza, Holt  Most come by 6:00pm for dinner/
social hour and the 7:00pm meeting. 
 
 

Happy faces at the 2008 Wellston Outing. I didn’t receive pictures for the 
2009 Wellston Outing. 
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