
 

MARCH NEWSLETTER 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President                        Larry Hoort          (517) 243-1766 
Vice President:              Steve Markucki    (517) 646-8377 
Treasurer:                       Rick Travis          (517) 655-1086 
Secretary:                       Pam Bieganski     (517) 223-1045 
State Director:                Ron Hunt             (517)  543-1334 
Tournament Director:    Greg Blankstrom  (517) 294-3003 
Stream Chairman           John Hesse           (517) 626-6194 
Membership                   Gerri Hoort           (517) 242-0190 
Photographer:                Pam Bieganski      (517) 223-1045 
S.N.E.W.                       Gerri Hoort            (517) 242-0190 
Directors at Large          Dave Bieganski    (517) 223-1045 
                                      Don Cunningham  (517) 566-8262 
                                      Pat Quinn              (517) 580-4983 
                                      Jenny Quinn          (517) 580-4983 
Education                     Bill Earl 
50/50 raffle                   Mary Arnold 
Lure Raffle                   Mike Shewell 

Have you noticed the nice chapter clothing that most of our 
members are wearing now? 
The Nawrocky family is selling the clothing to our mem-
bers at a VERY reasonable price. Rob is at most meetings 
and you can purchase or order from him at our membership 
meetings. Or you can call the Nawrocky family at (734) 
464-8220. 
Most of our members now have purchased our Denim 
shirts, these look very nice in long or short sleeve. It has 
our logo embroidered on the left side and many members 
have their first name embroidered on the right side. Call 
Rob or Kelli to get the price and order yours today. 
Most of us will be wearing our denim shirts at the Sport 
Show. It looks nice with all of us dressed pretty much the 
same. 
Several members also wear their chapter clothing to the 
meetings. 

President’s Corner 
March Show Time! We still need help in the Fish cleaning station and in the information/ ticket sales booth. Especially 
the fish cleaning booth, if you have never worked with very young kids watching your every move you really have to try 
it. Their eyes are wide with wonder and very curious about everything. As it stands right now we HAVE to fill 12 shifts 
in it or have to cancel it. The requirement is to have 2 people there at all times. Please look at the schedules and call 
Gerri at (517) 242-0190 TODAY to let her know when you are available to help. 
I just looked at the Grand Haven Steelheaders webcam. There is a lot of clear 
water and kayakers between the pier heads. Been quite a while since I seen 
open water on the lake. All that ice floating around out there it will be a while 
before boats get busy. 
Haven’t heard of much Steelhead in the rivers yet but this warm weather may 
start them soon. 
See you all at the show 
Larry 
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It’s the time of year that we sure can use members to volunteer for the Raffle/Information Booth and the Fish Cleaning Sta-
tion at The Lansing Boat & Fishing Show. Larry and I could use only 1 or 2 people each shift in our booth (no more than 2 
per shift, as you can see we need someone Saturday March 14 1:00pm-4:00pm.; however, some shifts only have 1 person 
helping. 
More important we NEED 2 people at the Fish Cleaning Station AT ALL TIMES. So we really need volunteers to help 
here. We do this station for the kids, so they can go home and have that special trout cooked. If we can’t have 2 people on 
each shift, we’ll have to not have this very important Fish Cleaning Station! 
When you work either our Booth or The Fish Cleaning Station; go to the Show Office and get a badge, for free admission. 
Please return the badge when you are finished, so the we have enough for all volunteers. 
If you missed the February membership meeting and would like a FREE pass to the sport show, SEND A SELF AD-
DRESSED STAMPED ENVELPOPE to me at P.O Box 321   Sunfield, MI. 48890. 
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Gerri’s AND MSSFA MEMBERSHIP CHALLENGE 
 
The MSSFA is having a fun membership challenge. It starts now and goes through December 1, 2009. The idea is for the members of each chap-
ter to sponsor everyone they know to join the MSSFA. Each chapter will reward members for sponsoring new members to the MSSFA.  The top 
sponsor of each chapter will then attend the January 2010 MSSFA meeting and be in a drawing for some pretty nice prizes, there will be 1 prize 
for each chapter. 
. 
Mid-Michigan chapter will have drawings at the Christmas Party, 
 For any member sponsoring 2 members, prizes will be valued at approx. $40-$?? 
The MSFA challenge, prizes will be valued at a higher amount. 
The MSSFA challenge is for new full memberships to the MSSFA, Jr. members and chapter only members will not count. Can we add 30 new 
members to the MSSFA, or better yet could each member sponsor at least 1 new member? 
. 
DON’T FORGET! My challenge to you is to sponsor 2 new members. In my challenge ANY new member to Mid-Michigan Steelheaders count. 
You will win prizes at our Christmas Party for every 2 new members you sponsor. 
 

MARCH 16 MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Greg Blankstrom does this annual, very popular meeting. It’s our mini-clinics meeting. Greg lines up both stream and 
great lakes members to do small clinics to give you tips. Each clinic is 15-20 minutes, then you move to the next clinic to 
learn something else. You’ll learn some pretty good information at this meeting, I’m sure! 

FEBRUARY MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
I think everyone that attended this meeting would agree it was a great pleasure to meet Dr. Howard Tanner. He told us 
about the history of the salmon in the Great Lakes. He’s not only informative, but has a great sence of humor. 
As I looked around I saw everyone laughing and enjoying. 
When Dr. Tanner was through with his presentation, he answered everyone’s many questions. 
A special thank you to John Hesse for arranging Dr. Tanner to be our speaker and giving him transportation to and from 
the meeting. 
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SIX WONDERFUL PRIZES 

 
WEEK END GET-A-WAY- 2 nights at Holiday Inn on Trav erse City Bay; Jacuzzi 

room, $150 Holiday Inn Fun Bucks 
 

MUZZLE LOADING RIFLE-Inline Muzzle Loader 
 

CUSTOM MADE STEELHEAD ROD (Includes a reel)-Rod  
 made by Gary Graft, GARY’S CUSTOM RODS 
 

FISHING TRIP- Lake Erie Walleye with Greg Blankstro m (June) 
 

FISHING TRIP- Lake Michigan Salmon with Dave and Pam Bieganski (July) 
 

FISHING TRIP-Lake Michigan Salmon with Eugene Dokum 
(August) 

 
DRAWINGS WILL BE HELD 7:00PM, APRIL 20, 2009 AT BUD DIE’S PUB & 
GRILL, 2040 AURELIUS RD, HOLT, MI.    
                                  (No need to be present) 
  
TICKETS ARE ONLY $5 FOR A 7-PACK OR $1 FOR ONE TICK ET  

                   
  Salmon with Eugene            Salmon with Dave     Walleye with Greg Blankstrom 
               Dokum      and Pam Bieganski 

 
 

Mid- Michigan Steelheaders Spring Raffle.  If you are helping at the Birchrun Show or at the Booth at 
the Lansing Boat and Fishing show, PLEASE have the prizes memorized so you can give a good presen-
tation to customers. Thank you! 



Steelheaders Try their Luck at Catching Perch, Lake Semcoe, Ontario  By John Hesse 
On January 30, 2009, five members and friends of the Mid-Michigan Chapter of the Steelheaders travelled to Lake 
Semcoe, Ontario, located about 1 ½ hours north of Toronto to fish through the ice for large yellow perch.  Lake Semcoe 
has long been known for producing large numbers of big perch. 
Chapter member Bill Earl made the arrangements for the outing and had booked us to stay at Motel Beaverton on the east 
shore of the lake.  Riding and fishing with Bill was his friend, John Hartsig.  John Hesse had two guests with him, Dr. 
Howard Tanner and Dr. Jack Shingleton, long-time fishing friends and colleagues of John’s from MSU.  With three of 
the group being Spartans, Bill did his best to represent the interests and reputation of the University of Michigan, and he 
did a grand job at this.  After buying our Ontario fishing licenses at the local hardware store, we made our way to the lake 
and met our guide, John Best, who would take us out to our warmed shanties early the next morning.   
We were to meet John Best for breakfast at Barney’s Cafe at 6:30 am on Saturday morning and then depart promptly at 
7:30 for the 2 ½ mile ride out onto the lake in an oversized enclosed snowmobile called a “Bombadier”.  Mr. Best used 
his GPS and knowledge of the lake to good advantage.  In near white-out conditions, we were soon at our shanties where 
we trudged through deep snow drifts to two 8 X 8’ wooden structures that would protect us from the harsh temperatures 
and snow for the next two days of fishing.  The shanties were warmed by small propane furnaces that soon had us 
stripping down to our shirt sleeves in total comfort.  Each shanty was designed to allow up to 4 people to sit and fish 
comfortably through two pre-cut holes in the ice approximately 1 foot wide by 4 feet long.   
In my Shanty, Howard Tanner was the first to connect with a nice sized perch of about 11 inches.  Watching down the 
hole, we could see his fish literally glow as it spiraled up from the 27 foot depths.  We quickly learned that fish look 
much larger from the magnification caused by water and the daylight shining through the ice.  Each shanty was provided 
a 5-gallon pail of shiner minnows which we used for bait,…and for chumming the hole to keep any nearby perch 
interested.  John Best showed us how to chum.  He’d put about 15-20 minnows in a small butter container, bang the 
container about 6 times against his hand and then dump the partly stunned minnows into the water.  As they recovered 
from their disorientation, they would dive directly down to the bottom of the lake beneath the shanty.  Although 
Howard’s first fish was hooked on a jig and artificial grub, we soon found that live minnows were working best as bait 
and we all switched our rigging accordingly.  We had flurries of action when we had difficulty keeping lines in the water, 
but then would have lengthy periods of inaction, causing us to “chum” the hole again.  By the end of the day, John, 
Howard and Jack had landed 55 nice perch.  Bill and John Hartsig had somewhat lower numbers but still a good showing 
for the first day.   Both shanties of Michigan anglers experienced large schools of 14-20” lake herring passing beneath the 
ice at a depth of about 10 feet down and at least one herring was landed and released by both groups.  Lake herring are 
illegal for taking from Lake Semcoe but offered some excitement as they cruised beneath us in clear view.   
The five members of our group met for dinner that evening and shared stories of the first day.  The number of fish landed 
was considerably smaller than expected but we had all had a great time and looked forward to fishing again on Sunday 
before heading home.   
On Sunday morning, we repeated the same routine of meeting early for breakfast at Barney’s.  It was surprising how 
many other people were also up eating breakfast at 6:30 in the morning in Beaverton.  Many were fishermen or guides 
but a significant number of folks just make it part of their daily routine out of habit.  The restaurant walls were decorated 
with mounted fish, fish pictures and notices of regulations, reflecting the importance of the Lake Semcoe fishery to the 
local economy.   
We began our second day with heightened expectations, thinking that we would apply what we had learned from Day 1 
and from talking with the locals in the restaurant.  But…it was February 1st and it seemed that the fish forgot to awaken.  
Action was much slower than the day before.  By 1:00, Howard, Jack and I had only landed 5 keepers among us. A phone 
call to Bill’s shanty about 100 feet away revealed similar results for them. We called our Guide service to see if we could 
be picked up earlier than the planned 5:00 pm quitting time.  But, luckily there was no answer on John Best’s cell phone.  
So we kept fishing, and soon the action picked up.  In the last 3 hours, we landed about 30 more perch in our shanty.  Just 
as we heard the Bombadier arriving, I set the hook on a much larger fish that turned out to be my largest perch ever:  a 
15-inch fish weighing in at 1 ¾ pounds.  This was a nice way to end the outing.  I plan on not eating this trophy but will 
save it in my freezer to use as a model for a future woodcarving to enjoy forever.   
Although we didn’t have our limits of 100 fish each to bring home, we had enjoyed the experience greatly and look 
forward to returning someday, perhaps later in the season when fish are more concentrated.    



Bill Earl chaired this trip to Lake Semco, Ontario on 
January 30. The trip was supposed to be in March but 
got moved to the end of January. Those that were 
able to make it report a very good time. 
Thanks Bill for giving everyone a very different ad-
venture.   

MEMBERSHIPS DUE 
JANUARY  
Steve Dennis    Denny Grinold   Wayne Huff 
JoAnn Miller    Henry Nabors    Fabian Quinn 
Ron Shepard    Charles Szafron   Tim Tenbusch 
Mike Webster 
 
FEBRUARY 
Ben Baker    Chris Baker    Josh Baker 
Shayna Baker    Ron Bosman    Thomas Cleven 
Joe  Convery    Cheryl Davis    Dusty Dingler 
Tasha Dingler    Terry Dingler    Larry Eliason 
Jay Epler    James Griggs    Seelah Hills 
John Hubble    Ron Hunt    Chet Kapunski 
John Long    Scott McGill    Jamie Owen 
Tony Pagliei    Leroy Paul    Brett Payne 
Joseph Puente    Mike Shewell    Robert Silveus 
Brian Woolcock 
 
MARCH  
Roger Arnold    Jason Atkins    Mike Boedeker 
Mike Bokovoy   John Daly    Gary Decker 
Kraig Elements   David Haring    Joseph Hoesl 
Conrad Howard   John Jenks    Dennis Kelley 
James Larsen    John McLaren    Carl Murray 
Nathan Peabody   Steve Pickard    Sam Ross 
Dave Rummel    Corey Sanders    Terry Sandford 
Dan Thelen     
Your membership is more important than ever! As you know we are committed to six youth programs this year, 
plus we are now doing river cleanup, have an education committee, and a stream chairman that has implemented 
a good stream schedule.  Please send your $35 check made out to Mid- Michigan Steelheaders   send to: 
Gerri Hoort     P.O. Box 321   Sunfield, MI. 48890 
Or you can renew at the Birchrun Show, the Lansing Boat & Fishing Show or the membership meeting. 
 



HAVE YOU ACCUMULATED FISHING, HUNTING OR CAMPING  equipment that you no longer 
use? Or do you have a Fishing, Camping or Hunting business? Well, this is your chance!  
Mid-Michigan members can get a table at our annual Swap Meet at a discount for only $15 for an 8’ ta-
ble (non commercial please). 
Commercial members can have a 10’ booth 1/2 price only $50, we would appreciate a product donation 
for our lure raffles or our membership challenge.  
PLEASE RESERVE YOUR TABLE OR BOOTH BY OUR NOVEMBER 16 MEMBERSHIP MEET-
ING! 
If you belong to other fishing or hunting groups please invite your members to contact me at (517) 242-
0190 



P. O. Box 321 
Sunfield MI. 48890 

NEWSLETTERS & WEBSITE 
Thanks to Greg Gumbrecht we now have a website and an easy way to get your newsletters. 
For your newsletters I will email a note telling you to click http://www.michigansteelheaders.org/
stchapter_newsletters.htm, when the newsletter is online. All you have to do is click and then you will go right to 
our newsletters. Wow, Greg has made this easy for you. If you’re getting your newsletter mailed and can do this 
please email mmsteelheaders@yahoo.com  so I can add you to our email list. 
Our website is http://midmich.michigansteelheaders.org/ index.html, please add this to your favorites. 


