
 

JULY 2009 

 

President’s Corner: 
 

 Help Wanted!  Rick Travis has resigned as chapter Treasurer. Work and Family commitments have 
made it impossible for him to attend meetings and perform his duties. So we need a new treasurer. Don’t want 
to scare anyone off but.” The Treasurer shall have custody of all corporate funds and shall keep books reflect-
ing a full and accurate accounting of all receipts and disbursements made by the Chapter. He shall disperse the 
funds of the Chapter as ordered by the Board and shall render a Treasurer’s report at all meetings of the Chap-
ter”. Treasurer will also be the chair of the finance committee, which is responsible for our budget and fund rais-
ing. 

 Also while on the subject S.N.E.W. (Stuff Nobody Else Wants) has been eliminated. In a effort to spread 
leadership down thru the chapter a LOT of what Gerri is doing is going to be made available for some one else 
to step up and do. As she cycles thru the events this year we are looking for volunteers to pick them up. One 
does not HAVE to be on the Board of Directors to do this task. But will report thru on of the committees (most 
will either be finance or education). Right now the SWAP MEET is looking for a leader. This is time sensitive, as 
we need to be locked into a location for a winter event proably by Oct. 

 Fishing the Lake Erie event was a blast. Greg did his usual great job of putting an event on. I am looking 
forward to Ludington this month 

Those who missed the picnic missed a great time. AND some great eats. Dave Bieganski deep fried 
fresh walleye in Zatarain’s fish fry. Now I have a new #2 favorite way to prepare walleye. Sorry Dave but it will 
take a lot to knock “Buttered Smoked Walleye” out of #1 

Everyone looks happy at the Sterling Park 
walleye outing  June 12 & 13. 

Greg Blankstrom is the port captain at this 
popular yearly event. 
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2009 AUGUST CAMPOUT 

YES! IT’S COMING SOON! MID-MICHIGAN STEELHEADERS FAMILY CAMPOUT! 

The hardest part of this campout is people reserving and letting me know names of people on lots and 
boats. Just when I think I’m done I find some people are planning on bringing a guest (and didn’t let me 
know), some people plan on just coming for Saturday (I need to know this), even with plenty of notice for the 
deadline; this week some want to come now. Some that RSVP’d  can’t come now. Some know owe $25 
PER MEMBER (always the misconception that you are paying $25 for lot    NOT TRUE) EACH member 
pays $25 to help defray the cost of the weekend (unless the more expensive lots). The club pays for the 
lots, so you aren’t renting your lot ( I had 3 people tell me that they rented lot). You know if you owe your 
$25  PLEASE send to Gerri TODAY. PO box 321 Sunfield, MI 4880. Please also remember that a person 
can only come once to our club funded events as a guest! It’s not fair to our members to pay dues and $25 
for campout and others come free as non-members. 

Our chapter does this outing so EVERYONE gets a chance to get out fishing. As you can see on page 2  
several people need to be placed on boats, our members DO help with your cost of hauling boat and gas to 
run boat. So far  Ron Mashkie  Steve Pecic and Larry Hoort are the only ones that have let me know can 
take a member fishing; everyone that wants to go needs to get out fishing at least once, preferably more. 

PLEASE email me if bringing a boat (and not listed), name of boat, how many can you take fishing and 
when. Also people staying on lot or staying on boat  (if not listed).  ALSO SEND YOUR MONEY TODAY! 
ALSO LET ME KNOW WHO’S COMING WITH YOU! Email mmsteelheaders@yahoo.com  or call Gerri @ 
(517) 242-0190. If you aren’t coming to campout, but coming on Saturday PLEASE  let me know. 

Sorry, but this campout is BIG  I need to be informed on everything, for it to run smoothly. 

On page 2, you’ll see list, please check it over and call me with any info not correct. Also is a sign up sheet 
for chores needed to be done at campout; if everyone signs up for ONE chore, it takes some work off the 6-
8 people that always pitch in and everyone can enjoy the weekend. You are expected to help with one 
chore.  There  are  enough  signed  up for Friday  set  up. 

When you arrive at Insta Launch on Friday you do no t have to check in at the office.  You can go 
straight to your lot ( I take care of all that for you). For those of you that rented your lot for extra days, only 
check in for and pay for days you have rented; NOT Friday and Saturday. 

As you can see lots 116 and 117 are our community lots where everything takes place. Everyone leaves 
their lawnchairs there, we gather to give you information, get acquainted, laugh, talk and EAT (oh boy do we 
eat). We have a fire going in the fire ring on lot 117, as well as a big white canopy. You will find hot dogs, 
buns and all the hot dog fixin’s. The BIG white cooler has pop, diet pop and bottled water (any other bever-
age you want please feel free to bring along in your cooler). Members bring snacks to share (cookies, baked 
goods, chips, snaks) and put there Friday after arriving. Please feel free to help yourself to anything under 
the canopy while at campout. 

Saturday is our Big Fish contest (details next month), Larry will sign you up Friday and collect for the Big fish 
contest. Larry will also try to get everyone on a boat for fishing on Friday, please sign up with Larry on Fri-
day if you want to go fishing on someones boat.  Don’t forget our members share the cost of boat cap-
tains hauling their boat and gas to run the boat. 

We also have a fishboil after the 2:00pm weigh in. The club furnishes the fishboil, plates & plastic ware. 
Members bring a dish to pass.  

Coffee is under the canopy Saturday and Sunday mornings. Also some bagels and English muffins. 



Red Cedar River Cleanup, June 6, 2009  

For the second straight year, volunteers of the Mid-Michigan Chapter of the Steelheaders have led the cleanup 
of a 2-mile stretch of the Red Cedar River between the MSU campus and Aurelius Road.  The club has 
adopted this section of the river as one of our community service projects. 

We were blessed this year to have participation from community members and representatives of other local 
organizations including the Bob Perrin Chapter of Trout Unlimited, the Sierra Club, and the Michigan Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality.  The Sierra Club and TU Chapter provided some of the supplies (bags, gloves, 
tools, a canoe and a Jon boat) used for the project. 

Volunteers for the cleanup included Keith Burton, Dan Thelen, Ron Hunt, Doug Liu, Steve Taylor and his 
nephew Kiel, and Steve Markucki of the Steelheaders; Jim Bedford, Chet Kapusinski and John Hesse (joint 
members of the Steelheaders and the Bob Perrin Chapter of Trout Unlimited); Dick Augustine and Don Radke 
(Trout Unlimited); Rita Jack and Dave Chapman (Sierra Club); Gary Tuma (Michigan Department of Environ-
mental Quality); and Lynn Siggers (a Lansing Community College student). 

Part of this stretch of Red Cedar River parallels the heavily used Lansing River Trail, and on several occasions 
during the cleanup we received words of appreciation from hikers, runners and bikers passing by on the trail. 

Debris removed from the river this year included 31 bags of miscellaneous garbage, approximately a dozen yel-
low plastic ducks with numbers on the bottom, 1 large orange barrel, 2 parking cones, a parking barrier, 2 bikes and a 
bike wheel, a counter top, a plastic molded lawn chair,  a wheel barrow, a huge truck tire, several pieces of 
scrap re-rod, a molded organizer from a car or truck, a roll of carpeting, a large sheet of heavy plastic, a Jimmy 
John’s Pizza sign, some 2X4’s, a big chunk of plywood, a packing blanket, a 5-gallon pail, all types of balls in-
cluding a bowling ball in great shape (by the way, bowling balls float), and a BB-gun rifle.   

Lunch and refreshments were funded by Mid-Michigan Steelheaders.  Everyone appreciated the hot pulled pork 
sandwiches, hot dogs, other snacks and cold drinks served by Steve Markucki as we finished the cleanup.  The 
Village Ice Cream Shop in Dimondale generously provided several bags of ice used to keep the beverages 
cold. 

Next year, we have been invited to coordinate with the Grand River Adopt-a-River Program sponsored by Im-
pressions 5 museum and to do our cleanup on the same day as the Grand River cleanup.  This offers advan-
tages of the Adopt-a-River program providing all of the supplies, food and beverages.  Because of frequent high 
water conditions in April, the Adopt-a-River program is considering a May cleanup date in 2010. 

A big THANK YOU to everyone who participated and/or contributed supplies for this year’s successful Mid-
Michigan Steelheaders’ event! 

John Hesse                                                     (below Steve Markucki cooks and serves river clean up lunch  

Stream Chairperson                                        John Hesse & Dan Thelen with their treasures (?) ) 



JUNE 13 MASON OPTIMIST CLUB SPORTSMEN FOR YOUTH DAY 

The Mason Optimist Club sponsors a wonderful day for our area youth, with many clubs teaching the kids 
sportsmen events: fishing: hunting: tying flies and many more. Our chapter takes the Virtual Fishing Machine 
and the kids get to use free. We’d like to thank Steve Markucki and Dan Thelen for helping the kids “fish”. 
They spent the day at Birchfield Park, having a great time with area youth. 

OOOPS   sorry no one took pictures 

JUNE 28  DIMONDALE DAY IN THE PARK 

Steve Markucki chairs this wonderful day. It’s geared towards the kids, everything is free (including hot dogs, 
pop, water and kids drinks). They start with church in the morning at Lions Park; at noon activities start (too 
numerous to tell all. Larry and I volunteer to help Steve with the virtual fishing machine. We laughed at the 
kids from last year that RAN to “go fishing” 

You can’t imagine the fun we have watching and helping these kids at both events. When they “catch” the fish 
the look on their face is priceless. 

Steve helping just 2 of the kids “fishing” 

JUNE  15 MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

John  Hesse made a great tri fold poster showing pictures and listed all of the community effort and youth ac-
tivities our chapter is involved in, it seems many didn’t realize what we are doing. A lot of ideas were pre-
sented to the membership that the board has been tossing around. For the most part people agree that to 
continue doing all we are involved with, they are willing to take part in volunteering and fundraising. Thanks 
guys! John’s poster will be at the July 20 membership meeting, c’mon out and check it out, I think you’ll be im-
pressed. 

JULY 20 MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Lyn White will be our speaker at this meeting. Most of you know Lyn as a really nice guy and a member of our 
chapter. What you don’t know is that he is a VERY good stream fisherman! I think you will see some movies 
or slides, I KNOW that you will get some good stream fishing tips.  

As always dinner/social hour 6:00pm    meeting 7:00 pm  at Buddies in Holt Plaza     in Holt. 



 Greg Blankstrom Spring Raffle Winner 

JUNE 12 

On friday June 12th I took out my trip winners out on lake Erie for some walleyes. The winner Mike Walsh son 
Tim and father Joe.  We met at the boat launch at 6:00 am  and proceeded are trip to the islands where I 
thought would be the best fishing. How ever the lake was a little rough and young Tim was a little nervous until 
we yelled fish on then everything was alright. There is nothing like the rod bobbing in your to forget about the 
waves. We ended up with 9 nice walleyes for the day Mike said that they really enjoyed the day and had a real 
good time.   

 Greg Blankstrom   

 FREEBIE  II 

JUNE 12 & 13 WALLEYE OUTING 

June 12th & 13th    Lake Erie Outing   This years outing was better the years past as we had 11 boats in the 
outing and for the first time all boats caught the targeted species of fish.   Big fish was caught on Ron Hunts by 
crew member Steve it weighed 4.2 lbs  We had a tie for 1st place between My Doghouse (Ron Hunt) and Fisha-
cal Therapy (Doug Herbruck) 3rd place was R-Tyme (Dave & Pam B)  with 15.2 lbs then we had a tie for 4th 
place between On The Rocks (Rob Narocki) and Toucan (Dave Scrobot)   I would like to thank Mike Shewall for 
doing such a great job cooking the burgers and dogs and my Pam for helping set the tables and getting the food 
ready also I need to thak everyone that helped with the fires and the canopy going up and down.  All and all I 
think we had a great turn out and a great time I knoe I did!   

Greg Blankstrom   

Freebie II  Port chair 

 

JUNE 21 PICNIC 

26 people reserved to come to the picnic-11 of us made it. Those that 
showed up enjoyed a great fish fry thanks to Dave Bieganski’s cooking. 
Dave provided the walleye and salmon. Lyn White helps Dave with the 
fish fry at right. Pam was busy getting everything ready. We also had 
some great garlic smashed potatoes. Again thanks to our members 
bringing a dish to pass, we always find out what great cooks our chapter 
has.  

The family picnic is held each year at Lions Park in Dimondale. 



Fishing Trip with raffle winners, Jerry Sr. Jerry Jr. and Katie. June 6, 2009.  

We meet them at the Sterling boat launch on a rainy misty morning at 6 a.m. The weather cleared up to make for a great 
fishing day. Dave set lines and the fun began with Jerry Sr catching the first walleye of the day on a bottom bouncer, fol-
lowed by Jerry Jr with his walleye, and Katie with her stripped bass. But it wasn’t long before Katie caught up with the 
guys and had her first walleye. They were very hands on, unhooking fish and hooking worms for the bottom bouncers, net-
ting fish and helping to set lines. Their hard work ended about 2 pm with 10 walleye to take home and enjoy. The ride in 
was much smoother coming back into the harbor than the morning ride out. Katie rode shotgun with me and the guys in the 
back. I asked Katie if she wanted to drive the boat and she jumped at the chance. She did a great job!! Katie turned it back 
over to me before we hit the harbor. They even watched and held the bags open as Dave cleaned their catch with smiles on 
their faces. What a great day! Thanks for the memories. Dave & Pam Bieganski 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Dave & Pam Bieganski , Greg Blankstrom and Eugene Dokum for offering the fishing trips in 
our Spring Raffle. The chapter paid their membership and reimbursed their expenses for their generous offer 
and donating their time.  

Eugene is fulfilling his trip at Manistee in August 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President                        Larry Hoort          (517) 243-
1766 

Vice President:              Steve Markucki    (517) 646-
8377 

Treasurer:                       Rick Travis          (517) 655-
1086 

Secretary:                       Pam Bieganski     (517) 223-
1045 

State Director:                Ron Hunt             (517)  543-
1334 

Tournament Director:    Greg Blankstrom  (517) 294-
3003 

Stream Chairman           John Hesse           (517) 626
-6194 

Membership                  Gerri Hoort           (517) 242-
0190 

Photographer:                Pam Bieganski      (517) 223-
1045 

S.N.E.W.                       Gerri Hoort            (517) 242-
0190 

Directors at Large         Dave Bieganski    (517) 223-
1045 

                                      Don Cunningham  (517) 566-
8262 

                   Mike Shewell 

     Ryan Earl 

Education                     Bill Earl 


