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January Pres. Corner 
Happy New Year! 

January has traditionally marked the beginning of the outdoor show season. Starting with the Ultimate Sport and 
Fishing show in the Rock Financial Showplace in Novi.  Next up is a trip to G.R. on the 31st for the swap meet at the 
Homestead Church located by Riverfront Crossings mall. Moving into February the 14th or 15th will find us at Huron Val-
leys Mich-Ohio show.  Outdoor Rama runs from the 26th to the 1st of March. I have never made it to this show maybe this 
year.  Then a must will be the Birch Run Show put on by the Flint River chapter. March 6th to the 8th are the dates this 
year. The following week (March 12th to 15th) will be the Lansing Sport Show. Time to be volunteering for either the in-
formation booth or the fish cleaning station. Then Last but defiantly not least the Grand Rapids Ultimate Show March 
19th to the 22nd.  See went thru most of the winter and stayed warm. 
 Now if you’re not a softie like me I can’t even begin to list all the ice fishing  available .But White Lake Chapter 
has a perch tournament the 23rd & 24th of Jan. And we have a Jan trip to Lake Simcoe. Contact Bill Earl for details on the 
Simcoe trip. 
 Moving into summer I see at least one other member has made a reservation at Holland. Reminder.  I am on lot 
#102 and this event will be a joint venture with Metro West.  We can also now make reservations for our Sterling tourna-
ment June 13th. In fact I just talked to Greg, he and Dave will be on lots 44 & 45 again. I think it might be a” if you 
snooze you lose” type of year as quite a few site are already reserved. 
Tight Lines  Larry 

SPRING RAFFLE 
Yes it’s time to get your tickets to sell to family, friends and 
co-workers. We have a great raffle and prizes include: a 
wonderful weekend get-away; a muzzle loader; a custom 
made steelhead rod (includes reel); and 3 fishing trips (1 
walleye and 2 salmon). 
Fundraiser are very important to EVERY club to complete 
projects and finance the club. You pay $35 per year dues; 
$10 goes to our chapter and $25 is allocated for your 
MSSFA dues. Your $10 does not cover mailings; sending a 
kid to MUCC Youth Camp; the other youth projects we 
have got involved in; our Education Committee and our 
newly revised Stream Committee. 
Our chapter treasury is seriously smaller than every other 
chapters, so it’s very important that each member does their 
share in this Spring Raffle. All you have to do is explain 
raffle to everyone you know, I know you all know 25 peo-
ple. Get your tickets and flier at the Jan.meeting or contact 
Gerri 



CHRISTMAS PARTY DECEMBER 13, 2009 
  
About 70 of us gathered at the Local 652 Hall for great food; music (thanks Dave and Pam Bieganski for bringing CD’s 
and CD equipment and Pam for being DJ—thanks Pam for entertaining those of us that stayed late); raffles; prizes; and 
just friendly getting together with fellow members. We had about 30 cancellations due to the flu and forcast of freezing 
rain. 
I was very excited to win the 50/50 of $108 (first time I’ve ever won a 50/50 woohoo); Steve Taylor couldn’t contain 
his excitement when he won the Lure Tree Raffle; and Marty Drumm was especially happy he finally attended his first 
Christmas Party when he won Bill Earl’s donated Pheasant Hunt. Jeff Bustos, Bill Earl, Larry Hoort., and Hermann 
Christoff all met my membership challenge and collected nice prizes. Bill Earl won the MSSFA membership challenge 
from our chapter and will be in January’s drawing at the January MSSFA meeting. 
A VERY special thank you to the following members that gave up social time to help out. Don Cunningham and Mark 
Redburn cooking the wonderful fish boil (these two give up time for all three club outings and do a great job cooking 
for us); Pam Redburn selling Bill Earl’s Pheasant Hunt; Mary Arnold selling 50/50 and taking care of making sure the 
punch got filled; Mike Shewal selling Lure Tree Raffle; Ron Hunt taking over membership Door Prize Drawings and 
supervising table cleanup (also thank you for everyone helping clean up); Pam Bieganski taking pictures and running 
the cd player; John Dally for making the kids so excited by providing them with Santa; Steve and Jenny volunteered for 
kitchen cleanup and I can’t thank you two enough (thank you Pat Quinn for going out to help); a very special thanks to 
the many people that asked where help was needed. WOW thank ALL of you for bringing such delicious food, at every 
outing I just can’t believe the great cooks we have in our chapter! 
When you go to Grand River Fly Shop please thank Bob Brace for the beautiful Hummingbirds he makes for the orna-
ments in the wreaths, we give away at the party (the wreaths seem to be a big hit). A big thank you to members Sandy 
Roebaugh for making & donating the Santa figurine; Pat & Jenny Quinn donated a case of new canning jars thank you. 
Hey, when you stop out at Nomad Anglers Orvis in Okemos please thank Brian for always supporting us; this time with 
a $50 gift certificate and a cap; while in the area you may want to have dinner at Outback Steakhouse and thank the 
manager for supporting our chapter. Another person you need to thank when you go support then is Pizza Hut in Grand 
Ledge (Larry and I buy a pizza there almost every week), Josh (the manager) supports us very generously every time I 
ask and this comes out of his profits-PLEASE thank him for his support. We also owe a huge thanks to Teri Lynn 
owner of Buddies Pub & Grill, she is very generous with gift cards when I ask for her support; if she’s there when we 
have our meeting in Jan. please thank her for her support when you come in. 
We can’t thank Bill Earl enough for donating the Pheasant Hunt for our raffle. 
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. NOW is the time for you to check your calendar, mark which outings you would like to go on and make reservations. 
If you are river and stream fishing person, you may want to crew up on someone’s boat to do some Great Lake fishing 
or you may find a river near and take part in the outing. The same is true for you Great Lake fishing people. So call the 
outing chairperson to make your arrangements ASAP.   

 
Mid-Michigan Steelheaders Outings November 2008-2009 

DATE   EVENT    LOCATION    CHAIRPERSON 
November 9, 2008 Steelhead Outing   Grand River @ Grand Rapids  John Hesse  (517) 626-6194 
                     Including Rogue River 
       Boating, shore & wading options 
 
March 14-15, 2009 Yellow Perch, White Bass  Lake Semcoe, Ontario   Bill Earl (586) 337-2319 
   ATTENTION THIS OUTING DATE WAS CHANGED TO JAN. 31-FEB.1, 2009 
 
May 2, 2009  River Cleanup   Red Cedar River    John Hesse (517) 626-4194 
       From Harrison Rd. –Aurelius Rd. 
       9:30-1:30   optional fishing afterward 
 
May 16, 2009  Great Lake   Holland     Larry Hoort (517) 243-1766 
 
 
June 13, 2009  Walleye    Sterling State Park   Greg Blankstrom (517) 294-3003 
       Many members camp at the state park 
       And extend the stay 
 
July 11, 2009  Great Lake   Ludington    Dave Bieganski (517) 223-1045 
            Ron Hunt (517) 543-1334 
 
August 21-23, 2009 Great Lake, River, Stream  Manistee    Gerri Hoort (517) 242-0190 
       Annual family campout   Larry Hoort (517) 243-1766 
       Many members extend stay 
 
Sept. 12-13, 2009  Salmon Outing   Wellston    Doug Herbruck (517) 669-3885 
       Manistee river area 
       Including Bear Creek 
       Camping Twin Oaks 
Nov. 28-29, 2009  Steelhead Outing   Manistee River and area streams  Denny Higelmire (517) 242-5287 
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MSSFA Board of Directors Meeting on 12-03-08 
Reported by Ron Hunt 

 
President Rick Balabon  shared with the board correspondents: 
 There is going to be a Sea Grant meeting January 10 at Ludington other news was that MUCC to get member 
ship discount that they are going require 100% of each chapter to sign up. 
 Also at the State level there is a realignment of duties Greg Gumbrecht                  will be handling the area 
membership items, and Steve Haddad will have just the Office of Manager /Finance. 

There was an update on the State Web Site they have encountered a problem in uploading to the web site and 
hope to have it resolved within is a couple of weeks. 

 We have decided to sell decals for a money making project the decal will have a picture of a fish (Salmon) in 
the center and with lettering of Proud Michigan Fisherman on it, these will sell for $2.00 each and will be sold a the 
shows. We ordered 500 to test and see how the sell and can reorder quickly if received very good. 

We received a report about a geothermal well drilling proposal for rearing and raising Salmon for Lake Heron. 
News from the NRC Meeting: It looks like the proposal for the 5 salmon (Chinook & Coho) is real close to be-

coming reality we should here something very soon. 
From the Lake Michigan side the Holland Chapter reported that they have received a grant from Great Lakes 

Fishery Trust for $96,000  which is for a fish cleaning station which they plan to have in operation by May of 2009. 
   

 
JANUARY 19 MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

To help us kick off our expanding Education Program efforts for 2009, Mark Stephens will be our 
speaker.  Mark is Director of Project FISH at Michigan State University and is serving as an advisor 
to Bill Earl’s Education Committee.  The Committee is excited about it future plans toward educating 
youth in the Mid-Michigan area and the network that Mark has developed under the Project FISH 
program will be an integral part of our success.  The committee plans to have a display at the meet-
ing typical of some of the education exhibits they will be using with kids.  During his presentation, 
Mark will describe several educational opportunities and how many of our club members can be-
come certified Project FISH instructors. 
  

FEBRUARY16 MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
  

 I’m so excited!   Dr. Howard Tanner will be our guest.  Dr. Tanner is a former Director of DNR and 
is the person responsible for the Great Lakes salmon program.  He has just received a major award 
from the American Fisheries Society and is completing a book about his incredible career in fisher-
ies and natural resources management.  Howard is an amazing story teller and rarely says “no” to 
opportunities to educate the general public and our youth about fisheries and natural resources is-
sues.  He currently serves on a “Resource Stewards” committee that advises state government on 
many key issues.   
Please mark your calendars for both January 19 and February 16.  We want to fill our meeting room 
for both of these special speakers. You won’t be sorry! 
PLEASE READ DR. TANNERS BIOGRAPHY ON PAGE 5! 
 
YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS THE JANUARY OR FEBRUARY MEETINGS! GREAT MEETINGS TO 
BRING GUESTS! 



LANSING SPORTSHOW 
 
Our sportshow is March 12-15. We will be having a raffle/information booth and a fish cleaning station; we need volun-
teers to work both areas. Larry and I work from set up through tear down, we ask for volunteers for a 4-5 hr. shift. For 
those working the raffle/information booth there will be a short training session this year. YOU MUST have the prize 
descriptions memorized and be comfortable talking to strangers. The fish cleaning station is managed by Steve 
Markucki, you will be cleaning the trout that the kids catch in the trout pond; everyone reports back how much fun they 
have in this area. So check your calendar now to sign up for the sportshow! 
Last year we adopted a very nice denim shirt as our club's shirt to wear to the sportshows. The Nawroki family provides 
these for our members at a great price. Almost everyone that worked the show last year had one, and several members 
that just visited the show also were wearing our shirt. You’ll have a chance to order at the January meeting if you would 
like one. If you haven’t checked out the clothing Rob and Kelli provide us at a minimal cost, you can see at our meet-
ings. 
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