
 

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President                        Larry Hoort          (517) 243-1766 
Vice President:              Steve Markucki    (517) 646-8377 
Treasurer:                       Rick Travis          (517) 655-1086 
Secretary:                       Pam Bieganski     (517) 223-1045 
State Director:                Ron Hunt             (517)  543-1334 
Tournament Director:    Greg Blankstrom  (517) 294-3003 
Stream Chairman           John Hesse           (517) 626-6194 
Membership                   Gerri Hoort           (517) 242-0190 
Photographer:                Pam Bieganski      (517) 223-1045 
S.N.E.W.                       Gerri Hoort            (517) 242-0190 
Directors at Large          Dave Bieganski    (517) 223-1045 
                                      Don Cunningham  (517) 566-8262 
                                      Pat Quinn              (517) 580-4983 
                                      Jenny Quinn          (517) 580-4983 
Education                     Bill Earl 
50/50 raffle                   Mary Arnold 

Presidents Corner 
Starting to get excited about our speaker this month?  I know I am. Gerri tells me the room is filling up so let her know if 
you plan on attending.  
Been looking ahead to the summer, we are going to be busy. Along with our outing schedule we either have, or are in-
volved in 6 youth events this summer. I know at a couple of them we are going to need a little more help than we used 
last year. 
Gerri and I went to the swap meet in G.R. last weekend we had a good time. I picked up some tackle and Gerri sold some 
tickets. Advanced notice the Grand Rapids Steelheaders are having their annual swap meet on March 7th.  
Heard that everyone who went to Lake Simcoe had a great time, maybe we’ll get a full report at the meeting. 
See everyone at the meeting  
Tight Lines  
Larry 

 SWAP MEET 
      Last year was the first  swap meet our chapter spon-
sored , we have received several calls, emails and even a 
thread on GLA asking if we are having our swap meet. We 
are going ahead with our second swap meet. The date will 
be Saturday April 18;  10:00am-7:00pm.., with people rent-
ing tables setting up on Saturday morning at 8:00am. 
We will be setting up tables and measuring for booths on 
Friday night at 8:30pm and could use some volunteers to 
help 
8’ Tables for Mid-Michigan members will be $15 and non-
members $25 (please reserve your table early). Businesses 
that donate products to our chapter will have a booth size 
area for $50. Other booths will be higher. 
We will be sending fliers to you and ask you to print and 
put up all over your area, we’ll also be sending fliers to all 
MSSFA chapters and hand out at the Birchrun and Lansing 
Sportshows; as well as posting on all the sport web pages 
and in the MSSFA paper. 
Anything fishing, hunting and camping related is accept-
able; but we do ask that you don’t bring junk. We are try-
ing to maintain a quality swapmeet, so every year it will 
grow.  
 
 

HAVE YOU GOT YOUR CLUB SHIRT TO WEAR TO 
ALL THE SPORT SHOWS YET? Most of us have a nice 
denim shirt with our logo embroidered on the left side and 
several have their name embroidered on the right side. If 
you would like to order yours please call Kelli @ (734) 464
-8220. 



FEBRUARY16 MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
  

 I’m so excited!   Dr. Howard Tanner will be our guest.  Dr. Tanner is a former Director of DNR and 
is the person responsible for the Great Lakes salmon program.  He has just received a major award 
from the American Fisheries Society and is completing a book about his incredible career in fisher-
ies and natural resources management.  Howard is an amazing story teller and rarely says “no” to 
opportunities to educate the general public and our youth about fisheries and natural resources is-
sues.  He currently serves on a “Resource Stewards” committee that advises state government on 
many key issues.   
Please mark your calendars for both  February 16.  We want to fill our meeting room for  this special 
speaker. You won’t be sorry! 
Our room holds  120 people and many members want to bring guests to this special meeting. I’m asking all of 
you to PLEASE let me know if you are attending and bringing guests. 
Please email mmsteelheaders@yahoo.com or call Gerri (517) 242-0190 with your RSVP. 
 



State Board Meeting Jan. 24 2009 
Reported by Ron Hunt 

 
It was stated to encourage all our members to look at our State Steelheaders Web Site it has a lot of good information on 
it one such item is the print dates of our paper (Great Lakes Sport Fishing News) so you know when to expect it in the 
mail. Also you will be able to read about the Great Lakes Fishery and what is happening. Make sure you let your Mem-
bership person know if you don’t get it. Also make sure you read your new fishing guide rules booklet you get when 
buying your 2009 fishing license there are some changes to know about. 
There was a report on the fund raising decal that the State level is testing and it will be ready for the shows in Detroit 
each chapter will by them from the State Steelheaders for $2:00 and sell them at the shows. 
President Balabon reported on Aquatic Invasive Species: stating that the zebra mussel is being replaced with quagga 
mussel and is increasing its numbers at an alarming rate, the effect on our Great lakes are unknown today. It has been 
found that the Salmon are eating Round Gobies and that is good news. 
Chapters on Lake Huron side are hoping to build a game fish fishery using Steelhead, they are in the process of planting 
Steelhead in large numbers. Also they are reviewing their hatcheries to ensure the best use of each one. 
It was stated that the DNR is reducing their budget for the year 2010 but that a Lamprey program will be taking place for 
the next 3 years on Lake Erie and then it will be moved back up on lake Huron. 
Gerri & Larry held the drawings for the prizes of the State membership drive and the winners were  
Jeff Bustos (Metro West) A 4 night stay at Pacific Outback Resort in British Columbia. The trip  
 Is a guided trip for 2. He’ll be catching salmon & halibut and eating 1st class food. Check  
 Out pacificoutbackresort.com . This is a dream trip of over $5500 value.. 
Bill Earl (Mid-Michigan) A stay at the Holiday Inn West Bay in Traverse City, Bill and guest will  
 Enjoy breakfast. All rooms at this Holiday Inn face the bay. 
Tony Chipman  (Battle Creek) 9’ St. Croix spinning rod 
Bob Shultz (Southwestern) Walker downrigger 
Jim Van Brocklin   (Holland) Marine cooler 
Bob Semak  (Huron Valley) two night stay at Microtel in Manistee 
                (South Haven) chainsaw carving owl in tree 
 
While there myself and our president Larry Hoort met with Greg Gumbrecht who developed the State Web Site and oth-
ers to have him get us a web site and he agreed to do it with an estimated time to do it about a couple of weeks, stay 
tuned for news about this. 
 
**Note from Gerri: All of the winners in the MSSFA challenge were very happy with their prizes. In 2009 I am having a 
challenge for Mid –Michigan again. For all members sponsoring 2 or more new members you will be in drawings at the 
Christmas party for prizes with a minimum value of $40. 

Pictures from 2008 Christmas party.  New people introductions,    Pam Redburn selling Bill Earls donated Pheasant Hunt tickets. 
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SIX WONDERFUL PRIZES 

 
WEEK END GET-A-WAY- 2 nights at Holiday Inn on Trav erse City Bay; Jacuzzi 

room, $150 Holiday Inn Fun Bucks 
 

MUZZLE LOADING RIFLE-Inline Muzzle Loader 
 

CUSTOM MADE STEELHEAD ROD (Includes a reel)-Rod  
 made by Gary Graft, GARY’S CUSTOM RODS 
 

FISHING TRIP- Lake Erie Walleye with Greg Blankstro m (June) 
 

FISHING TRIP- Lake Michigan Salmon with Dave and Pam Bieganski (July) 
 

FISHING TRIP-Lake Michigan Salmon with Eugene Dokum 
(August) 

 
DRAWINGS WILL BE HELD 7:00PM, APRIL 20, 2009 AT BUD DIE’S PUB & GRILL, 
2040 AURELIUS RD, HOLT, MI.    
                                  (No need to be present) 
  
TICKETS ARE ONLY $5 FOR A 7-PACK OR $1 FOR ONE TICK ET  

                   
  Salmon with Eugene            Salmon with Dave     Walleye with Greg Blankstrom 
               Dokum      and Pam Bieganski 
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LANSING BOAT AND FISHING SHOW 
 
It’s that time of the year  SPORT SHOW time. We have 2 booths at the Lansing show and our members volunteer to help 
out. Larry and I are there from set up through tear down; as you can see I’ve divided up the schedule in small shifts for 
you. For those of you that are retired or are able to, we really need you for Thursday and Friday daytimes. If you sign up 
for a shift please make sure you show up for that shift, as I will be counting on you. 
If you would like to help in the Information/Raffle ticket booth, please know and be able to describe the prizes.  
Everyone tells me how much they enjoy the kids in the fish cleaning station. All we do is mostly gut n gill, but some of 
our members filet; it’s just the trout from the trout pond. 
Please let me know as soon as possible what shift your schedule allows you to help out with. 
 

FLINT STEELHEADERS BIRCHRUN SHOW 
Flint Steelheaders are giving us a table to sell raffle tickets at their Sport Show. We can use your help at our table there 
also. Again if you don’t work I can use your help especially on Friday, I also need help the rest of the week end. Below is 
the schedule for the Birchrun show. 
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THANK YOU 
The 2 sport shows and the Spring Raffle is a big undertaking and I’d 
like to thank everyone that helps make my job easier. The Lansing 
Sport show and Spring Raffle are the only real fundraiser we have to 
send a kid to MUCC camp; do our youth projects, have our education 
committee and run our club.  
Your dues are $35 per year, our chapter gets $10 of your dues. Think 
about it….$10 doesn’t go very far. This is why I ask you to help sell 
tickets outside the sport show.  If every member just sold 5 7-packs it 
helps more than you can imagine. Many members have a goal of 25 7
-packs. Jeff Bustos and I raised our goal and are selling 50 7-packs. 
Jeff is also selling our Raffle tickets at the Detroit Boat Show. 
EVERYONE’S effort is very much appreciated; no mater how many 
tickets you sell and helping with the 2 sport shows. 



P. O. Box 321 
Sunfield MI. 48890 


