
 

AUGUST 2009 

THERE WILL NOT BE AN AUGUST MEETING AT BUDDIE’S!!  Instead many of our member’s will be at 
Insta-Launch in Manistee for a weekend of fun! For all the people that have gone before you already 
know how great it is to gather on lot # 117 and get  to know each other, the new people going will soon  
learn.  

Don’t forget your lawn chairs, a snack to put under  the canopy to share, and a dish to share at the 
Saturday afternoon dinner. 

President’s Corner 
Didn’t get this out earlier as there were MAJOR computer problems here. But that was a 

sort of good thing. Just got off the phone with Brian Wolcott from Pheasants Forever and our 
last Youth event of the summer is set. Saturday Sept 18th we will be assisting them by hosting 
the youth fishing in the pond. Any body that likes to see kids faces light up when tying into BIG 
bluegills should help at this one. And I do mean BIG these are panfish that defines the word. 
Last year they caught lots of 9 inch plus fish. Maybe we should bring master angler applica-
tions along this year along with a camera. Those who were there last year will remember the 
old dock. Well a memory is all it is now as it was removed and a sand beach is there now. I 
hate to admit it but I’ll have to get new directions as all I remember from last year is that it is 
close to Dave & Pam’s. If you can help contact me at 517-243-1766 SOON. I know we ask 
this a lot BUT it would be nice to see some more fresh faces at these things. 

I’m not going to say much about the outing except I’m glad its not this weekend! The re-
port I got is that LONG ride to good fishing is the norm. Scattered catches along the bench but 
better catches out deep. Friday evening we will be setting crews for Saturday’s contest. So I 
hope ALL boats are planning on at least one extra member. Fair warning to my crew (who 
ever you are) I am still having some issues that will make an early launch impossible. 

There will be a special election at the Saturday meeting. Dennis Dann has agreed to be-
come our new Treasurer and I would like to have him elected to the board of directors then so 
we can get all the paper work done with the bank before our Sept board meeting. 

Tight lines, Larry 
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CHORES AT AUGUST CAMPOUT 

Many thanks to all of you that called or emailed to volunteer. Some of you emailed you would help where  

Needed and some of you I haven’t heard from at all. Please look over this list and let me know ASAP where 
you would like me to fill in your name! 



2009 AUGUST CAMPOUT 

YES! IT’S COMING SOON! MID-MICHIGAN STEELHEADERS FAMILY CAMPOUT! 

. 

Our chapter does this outing so EVERYONE gets a chance to get out fishing. As you can see on page 2  sev-
eral people need to be placed on boats, our members DO help with your cost of hauling boat and gas to run 
boat. So far  Ron Mashkie  Steve Pecic and Larry Hoort are the only ones that have let me know can take a 
member fishing; everyone that wants to go needs to get out fishing at least once, preferably more. 

PLEASE email me if bringing a boat (and not listed), name of boat, how many can you take fishing and when. 
Also people staying on lot or staying on boat.  ALSO SEND YOUR MONEY TODAY! ALSO LET ME KNOW 
WHO’S COMING WITH YOU! Email mmsteelheaders@yahoo.com  or call Gerri @ (517) 242-0190. If you 
aren’t coming to campout, but coming on Saturday PLEASE  let me know. 

Sorry, but this campout is BIG  I need to be informed on everything, for it to run smoothly. 

On page 2, you’ll see list, please check it over and call me with any info not correct. Also is a sign up sheet for 
chores(page 3) needed to be done at campout; if everyone signs up for ONE chore, it takes some work off the 
6-8 people that always pitch in and everyone can enjoy the weekend. You are expected to help with one 
chore.  

When you arrive at Insta Launch on Friday you do no t have to check in at the office.  You can go straight 
to your lot ( I take care of all that for you). For those of you that rented your lot for extra days, only check in for 
and pay for days you have rented; NOT Friday and Saturday. 

As you can see lots 116 and 117 are our community lots where everything takes place. Everyone leaves their 
lawnchairs there, we gather to give you information, get acquainted, laugh, talk and EAT (oh boy do we eat). 
We have a fire going in the fire ring on lot 117, as well as a big white canopy. You will find hot dogs, buns and 
all the hot dog fixin’s. The BIG white cooler has pop, diet pop and bottled water (any other beverage you want 
please feel free to bring along in your cooler). Members bring snacks to share (cookies, baked goods, chips, 
snaks) and put there Friday after arriving. Please feel free to help yourself to anything under the canopy while 
at campout. 

Saturday is our Big Fish contest (details next month), Larry will sign you up Friday and collect for the Big fish 
contest. Larry will also try to get everyone on a boat for fishing on Friday, please sign up with Larry on Fri-
day if you want to go fishing on someones boat.  Don’t forget our members share the cost of boat captains 
hauling their boat and gas to run the boat. 

We also have a fishboil after the 2:00pm weigh in. The club furnishes the fishboil, plates & plasticware. Mem-
bers bring a dish to pass.  

Coffee is under the canopy Saturday and Sunday mornings. Also some bagles and English muffins 

 

PLEASE PRINT LISTS ON  PAGES 2  AND  3 & BRING TO C AMPOUT WITH YOU!  



LUDINGTON OUTING  
 

This year we went to Ludington for our July outing, only 4 boats made it for this event R-TYME: Dave Bieganski , Insanity: Larry Hoort , My Dog 
House: Ron Hunt, Fishbones:                   Steve Dennis. Information as to where a person could stay and where the weigh in was going  was put 
together by Pam Bieganski. People that did go, said it was a very useful, thanks Pam. Saturday there were thunderstorms, but the sky cleared prior 
to the start time of the tournament. The fishing was real tough, only one boat had fish at the weigh in and that made Steve Dennis the winner with a 
nice King weighing in at 17lb&2 ounces. Everyone enjoyed a good lunch, which was held at Harbor View Marina with the meat donated by Dennis 
Kelly (thanks Dennis) and lots of other items to enjoy. 

 

Reported by Dave Bieganski & Ron Hunt 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President                        Larry Hoort          (517) 243-1766 

Vice President:              Steve Markucki    (517) 646-8377 

Treasurer:                       Rick Travis          (517) 655-1086 

Secretary:                       Pam Bieganski     (517) 223-1045 

State Director:                Ron Hunt             (517)  543-1334 

Tournament Director:    Greg Blankstrom  (517) 294-3003 

Stream Chairman           John Hesse           (517) 626-6194 

Membership                  Gerri Hoort           (517) 242-0190 

Photographer:                Pam Bieganski      (517) 223-1045 

Directors at Large         Dave Bieganski    (517) 223-1045 

                                      Don Cunningham  (517) 566-8262 

                      Mike Shewell 

         Ryan Earl 

Education                     Bill Earl 

50/50 raffle                   Mary Arnold 

Lure Raffle                   Mike Shewell 

VINYL LETTERING AND DECALS 

This family has great decals they designed 
especially for Mid-Michigan Steelheaders and 
priced them very reasonable for you so eve-
ryone can purchase lettering or a decal for 
your boat, vehicle or maybe tackle box. 

If you haven’t got yours yet (many bought de-
cals at our meetings) Kari has offered to 
make whatever you want at the campout. 

MMSteelheaders, 
Many of you have expressed interest in hav-
ing vinyl lettering and/or decals custom made 
for you boats, cars, coolers, etc.  To save 
time and travel for everyone, we will be bring-
ing the vinyl cutter to the August campout 
since there will be so many boats there.  If 
you have any questions about pricing, please 
email me at krudy@comcast.net.  We will 
bring red, green, blue, yellow, black, white, 
silver and gold vinyl.  If you think you want 
any colors other than that, let us know.  Fi-
nally, if you have any specific design ideas, 
contact us so we can work out the designs 
ahead of time. 
Thanks so much - we can't wait for the camp-
out!! 
Kari, Jake and Ross 
 



“ From the Lake to the Pan and Everything Between”  

 

This is the name of the 3-day course that four of the Mid-Michigan Steelheader Chapter members helped lead 
at Michigan State University, June 24-26, 2009.  The course is offered each year as part of 4-H Exploration 
Days during which hundreds of youth from 4-H clubs all over Michigan participate in a wide variety of outdoor 
learning opportunities. 

This year John Hesse, Steve Markucki, Dan Thelen, and Mike Boedeker worked through Michigan State Uni-
versity Extension (Mr. Dave Thomas, course leader) to help teach 28 youth and chaperones about fishing 
laws, ethics, and lure building skills, and then took participants fishing for a day on a private pond near Laings-
burg.  During the outing, kids not only caught some incredible fish on flies, bait, and lures, but also learned 
how to fillet fish and how to cook them.  Fly-fishing lessons were given by Mike Boedeker, Dan Thelen and 
Steve Markucki.  Six of the youth caught fish for the first time on flies. 

Fish landed during the day included largemouth bass up to 18 inches, hybrid sunfish up to 10 ½”, and catfish 
as large as 28” (including a large albino channel cat).  It was the hottest day of the summer, so after lunch 
about half of the youth cooled off with a swim in the pond.  Participants received prizes of lures and candy 
treats for best catches and fish stories.  Two youth visiting the USA from Poland were among the new anglers 
and they were anxious to take what they learned back to their home country and teach their friends and fami-
lies. 

While in the classroom at MSU, participants heard wonderful stories from Dr. Howard Tanner (father of the 
Great Lakes Salmon Program), learned Michigan fishing rules and ethics from Lieutenant Gordon of the DNR 
Law Division,  crafted their own jigs with fluorescent paints and colorful feathers thanks to Steve Markucki and 
MSU Extension specialist Dave Thomas, tied flies with Tony Pagliei (a member of Trout Unlimited and a pro-
fessional fly-tying and fishing guide), and built a variety of spinners with the help of John Hesse and Dan 
Thelen. 

Fly rods and reels were available for use by the kids from Mike Boedeker and spin fishing outfits were provided 
by Mark Stephens, Project F.I.S.H. (Friends Involved in the Sportfishing Heritage). Many thanks to Mr. Ron 
Underhill for allowing use of his pond. 

This is the fifth year for the program and it fills up with registrants early each year.  Participating youth range 
from 13 to 18 years of age.  The Mid-Michigan Chapter has adopted this program as one of its annual educa-
tional initiatives. 

Bill Earl is Chairperson of the Chapter’s Youth Education Committee.  Members interested in getting involved 
in future youth education events should contact Bill or John Hesse. 

Report by:  John Hesse, Stream Committee Chairperson 



JULY 20 MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Just in time to give everyone some tips on our upcoming Campout, Bob Rusho stepped in at the last minute for 
our scheduled speaker. With very short notice Bob did a great job with his Power Point presentation on spoons. 

Bob is a dual member of the Mid-Michigan and Metro-West chapters, and has been so much help since joining 
our chapter at campout last year. It’s always nice to see him attending all of our meetings and being active in 
our chapter. 

THANK YOU BOB FOR HELPING US OUT AT THE LAST MINUTE! 

AUGUST MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Traditionally THERE IS NO AUGUST MEMBERSHIP MEETING! Our Family August Campout is August 21-23 
and most of us are going to Insta-Launch Campground at Manistee for a weekend of fun! 

SEPTEMBER 21 MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Each year at the Lansing Boat & Fishing Show some of us meet some very interesting people. Steve Marckuki 
met a coleman collector and Steve says: 

Wellston Mi. 

September 12 &13 
  

This outing is designed to give river and stream anglers an opportunity for a little competition, camaraderie and a chance to 
tell some lies. However, big boaters and pier anglers are welcome to attend and lie er, enjoy also. It will be based out of 
Twin Oaks campground in Wellston and they are saving a block of campsites for us. Just mention you are with Mid Michi-
gan Steelheaders so we can all be in the same area. They will only hold them for a limited time so call ASAP and talk to 
Jackie to reserve your site. 
I will be arriving Friday morning the 11thand be fishing the Manistee early so I can start setting up in the afternoon. I will be 
renting a cabin with a couple of other hombres from the club. They have a fifth wheel plus a bunkhouse for rent if you call 
early enough. FYI the campground has a Lodge with Dish TV and a pool table. There is a coin laundry, fish cleaning sta-
tion, fish freezer, LP filling, playground, WiFi, store, and much more. You can check out there web site 
@www.twinoakscamping.com. 
There is also the Wellston Inn, in town that is very reasonable or other cabins in the area If you can’t find anything to your 
liking at Twin Oaks, 
The Manistee should be full of salmon by then and ready to strike lures or spawn. The Manistee is best fished from a small 
boat or jet sled if you are lucky enough to have one. I fish from a 14 ft’ aluminum boat with a 15 horse and cast lures, which 
I think is the most fun. There is also bank and wade fishing along the river plus there are many smaller trout streams in the 
area. 
There will be a Big Fish contest Saturday for all with one fish per boat or wading/bank fishing angler. Big boats wishing to 
enter will be asked to limit their rods to four to keep things somewhat fair. The cost will be $10 per angler with $5 going 
towards Saturday meal after the weigh in. All coolers must be in line by 2:30 pm on Saturday to qualify. Depending on par-
ticipation we will pay from 1 to 3places. 
If there are enough stream trout anglers and they wish to keep some, we could have a separate contest for them. 
If you will be staying elsewhere or just coming for the day I need to know so I can purchase the food and drink. If you have 
any questions or suggestions feel free to contact me @ 517 285-4497. 
Doug Herbruck 

Dave DeFrates,Coleman Collector and author to speak at our September meeting.Dave is a longtime collector and expert of Coleman 
products.I met him at the Lansing Sport Show and found his knowledge fascinating. He will talk on maintenance,use, storage and his-
tory of Coleman stuff.He is a very good storyteller and also the brother of one of our former members,Phil DeFrates. It should be fun.    



 

 

 

                       

P.O. Box 321 

Sunfield, 
Michigan 

48890  


