
 

APRIL NEWSLETTER 
Presidents Corner 
Well the Sport shows of the winter are past and now it’s time to start looking ahead to spring and summer fishing (sorry this softie does-

n’t handle winter fishing too well). We picked up several new members so this might be a good time to look at the Steelheaders mission state-
ment. 

“The Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Association (MSSFA) is a multi-state, non-profit organization dedicated to educating 
the general public on improving, preserving, and promoting sport fishing in the Great Lakes and their tributary streams and rivers. Commonly 
referred to as the Michigan Steelheaders, or simply Steelheaders, MSSFA represents sport fishing families in the governmental agencies, univer-
sities, professional agencies, MUCC, and other organizations to promote the wise management of anadromous trout and salmon and the waters 
they inhabit.” 

Did I really sign on to do all those things? Improving?  Preserving?   Confession time, I only signed up to hang 
out with other fishermen, and learn how to catch a few more fish!  Promoting! Now that one I think I understand. Most 
of my favorite memories on the water are rookies. From remembering my son Jon’s first big fish (11.5 pound Lake Trout 
at age 6) to Jared Garza running across Insta-Launch yelling “Aunt Gerri I Got One I Got One” to Bubba Grove losing 5 
straight (yes at that point I really did threaten putting him over the side in a life jacket). You have to know on “Insanity 
“rookies are up until they do it right (fish in net). My greatest thrill is watching a “newbie” feel the power of a good-
sized King. Next to that is watching kids when we take the simulator to some of the youth events. The looks on the 
younger one’s faces when the reel starts screaming are totally priceless. And yes I deliberately set the drag so that it 
really screams. 

I guess some of what I do could be called educating but I am really thankful that we have people like Dr. Bill 
Earl, John Hesse & Capt. Denny in the chapter and able to take the time to work with the Education committee in the lo-
cal schools. 

As for the rest let’s just say I am SO glad that responsibility rest on Rick, Andy, and the delegates to the various 
advisory committees. However when Andy and Rick represent anglers to government agencies numbers count. As they 
do when we make calls to our representatives. Unfortunately the size of the organization usually relates to the degree of 
attention you get. 

Remember the SWAP MEET is coming FAST and I know Gerri still needs help. If you didn’t get a chance to 
work the show this is a great time to help the chapter. 

WE have also run into the first complication of the busy summer. WE have promised the Mason Optimist club 
our participation in their Sportsmen for Youth event at Birchfield Park.  This event is scheduled for June 13th the same 
day as our Lake Erie tournament. We need 2 to help Gerri at this as I am currently in the tournament. 

Tight Lines 
Larry 
 

 



 
Red Cedar River Clean-up, Volunteers Needed 
 
The Stream Committee has scheduled a cleanup of the Red Cedar River for Saturday, May 2, 2009, 9 am to 1 pm. 
 
Our Chapter has adopted the Red Cedar from Harrison Road in East Lansing downstream to Aurelius Road, committing to do a river cleanup 
once a year.  Last year, because of not having enough volunteers, we split this stretch into two sections that we cleaned on different dates.  This 
year, hopefully with enough volunteers, we’ll be able to do the entire stretch on May 2nd. 
As we did last year, we’ll meet at 9 am at the trailhead on Clippert Street south of Kalamazoo Street.  We’ll dispatch work crews from there and 
meet back there for lunch after we finish.  Work will likely be completed by 1:00 pm and then lunch will be served by Steve Markucki. 
Volunteers will have options to work from canoes, walking the banks or by wading.  We are hoping to have at least 6 canoes (3 to cover the Har-
rison Rd to Kalamazoo Street stretch) and 3 to go from Kalamazoo on down to Aurelius Road.  If you have a canoe we can use, please let John 
know. 
Volunteers had a lot of fun last year and some of the crew had success fishing after the work was completed. 
So please let John Hesse know if you think you might be able to help! 
John Hesse 
Stream Committee Chair 
hessej@msu.edu 
517-626-6194 

 
 
Club Workshop on Spinner Building 
 
On March 28, sixteen members of the Mid-Michigan Chapter of the Steelheaders met to add yet another skill to their arsenal for catching more 
fish.  Participants learned to build their own steelhead and salmon spinners for about $0.60 each, spinners that would cost at least 4 times that 
amount when purchased commercially.  They learned also that the spinner style can be easily altered for differing stream conditions and for tar-
geting additional fish species like smallmouth bass, musky and pike. 
 
“In addition to learning new fishing methods, it was good opportunity for club members to spend some leisurely time together outside of the 
more structured club meetings”, said John Hesse, who hosted this workshop at his Eagle Township home.. 
 
This was the second skills workshop this winter since the idea was initiated by Dave and Pam Bieganski.   Club members who have other ideas 
for skill development and who might want to host a workshop should contact Dave Bieganski @ david.w.bieganski@cummins.com or by phone 
648-0022. 
 

 



 
State Board Director Report for the State Board Meeting of 03-18-09 

 
At the State Board meeting President Rick Balabon reported that new decals were being well received, also that there the Lakes 
Board meetings taking place around the State check your email for information. 
Lake Huron’s report was about the rearing of 75,000 Herring and 6,000 Steelhead for lake. 
There was a report on the fish cleaning station at Holland and it looks like it will be ready for use the first part of May, it will be 
located in the parking lot across the street of the launch. It was encouraged that any Steelhead member seeing someone misusing 
this station to report it to the attendant at the launch, this is a great thing to have and we need to ensure that it stays in working order 
for a long time. 
 
Reported By Ron Hunt  
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MARCH  MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Greg Blankstrom always does a great job chairing this very popular meeting. 
Three members set up stations for members to move and learn different topics. They stay at each station about 20 min-
utes then move to the next station. 
At Gregs station he told about bottom bouncers and showed how to make crawler harnesses. 
Denny Higelmier gave great tips on both river and great lake fishing. 
John Hesse did an awesome job demonstrating his stream fishing. Everyone left with a lot of information. 
Many thanks Greg for chairing this yearly event. We appreciate you three guys for sharing your knowledge  giving us 
great tips. 
Our chapter is about 1/2 stream and 1/2 great lake, it’s good to see everyone want to learn something about both kinds of 
fishing and taking part in activities for the opposite type of fishing than their preference. 

APRIL 20 MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
DON’T FORGET RAFFLE DRAWING AT THIS MEETING. Please turn in your tickets at the swap meet or BEFORE 
the meeting. We HAVE to have our raffle drawing at 7:00 pm. 
Our speaker this month is Capt. Fred MacDonald from the Tournament Trail. He’ll be telling up about the observer pro-
gram on the Tournament Tail. Also about a 333 tournament that you can fish without being on the Tournament Trail. 
As always our meeting is held at Buddies in the Holt Plaza. Dinner/social hour 6:00 pm   Meeting 7:00pm. 
HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL THERE! 

 



 
. NOW is the time for you to check your calendar, mark which outings you would like to go on and make reservations. 
If you are river and stream fishing person, you may want to crew up on someone’s boat to do some Great Lake fishing 
or you may find a river near and take part in the outing. The same is true for you Great Lake fishing people. So call the 
outing chairperson to make your arrangements ASAP.   

 
Mid-Michigan Steelheaders Outings November 2008-2009 

DATE   EVENT    LOCATION    CHAIRPERSON 
November 9, 2008 Steelhead Outing   Grand River @ Grand Rapids  John Hesse  (517) 626-6194 
                     Including Rogue River 
       Boating, shore & wading options 
 
March 14-15, 2009 Yellow Perch, White Bass  Lake Semcoe, Ontario   Bill Earl (586) 337-2319 
   ATTENTION THIS OUTING DATE WAS CHANGED TO JAN. 31-FEB.1, 2009 
 
May 2, 2009  River Cleanup   Red Cedar River    John Hesse (517) 626-4194 
       From Harrison Rd. –Aurelius Rd. 
       9:30-1:30   optional fishing afterward 
 
May 16, 2009  Great Lake   Holland     Larry Hoort (517) 243-1766 
 
 
June 13, 2009  Walleye    Sterling State Park   Greg Blankstrom (517) 294-3003 
       Many members camp at the state park 
       And extend their stay 
 
June 21, 2009  Family Picnic   Lions Park    Dimondale   Gerri Hoort  (517) 242-0190 
  
 
June 28, 2009  Dimondale Day In Park                    Virtual Fish Machine for the kids  Steve Markucki (517) 646-8377 
 
July 11, 2009  Great Lake   Ludington    Dave Bieganski (517) 223-1045 
            Ron Hunt (517) 543-1334 
 
August 21-23, 2009 Great Lake, River, Stream  Manistee    Gerri Hoort (517) 242-0190 
       Annual family campout   Larry Hoort (517) 243-1766 
       Many members extend stay 
 
Sept. 12-13, 2009  Salmon Outing   Wellston    Doug Herbruck (517) 669-3885 
       Manistee river area 
       Including Bear Creek 
       Camping Twin Oaks 
Nov. 28-29, 2009  Steelhead Outing   Manistee River and area streams  Denny Higelmire (517) 242-5287 
  
December 5, 2009              Family Chirstmas Party  Local UAW 652 Hall   Gerri Hoort (517) 242-0190 
       426 Clare S.   Lansing 

AUGUST 21-23 FAMILY CAMPOUT 
This premier outing is family camping for the whole family. The chapter rents camping lots (it is not YOUR lot, many 
people share lots); furnishes hot dogs for Friday night (and snacking all weekend); Dr. Pepper/7up products; fishboil 
Saturday (members bring a dish to share); s’mores; and there’s a canopy on our community lots where everyone brings 
snacks to share. Oh and of course there’s the campfires. 
The cost is $25 PER MEMBER for the weekend to help defray the cost to the chapter. This outing has grown enor-
mously and each person will be asked to volunteer for helping set up, tear down, Saturday dinner set up or kitchen duty, 
evening before coffee set up, etc.  To keep your cost down to $25 per member, a volunteer sign up sheet will be avail-
able march-may.  The Board has decided that everyone that doesn’t want to volunteer to help can pay an extra $10 mak-
ing the cost of the campout $35. When everyone pitches in just a little, everyone enjoys this outing more. 
A guest is only welcome once! If they enjoy enough to want to come back, they need to be a member (no exceptions). 
This is a very special outing the Board does for members. Since this is a member benefit any guest must be cleared with 
Gerri by May 1. RSVP by the May membership meeting. 



 
 

MID-MICHIGAN STEELHEADERS SWAP MEET 
April 18 we will be having our swap meet, if you would like a table you need to reserve now! Price for members is only 
$15.  
If you are available to help set up tables on Saturday  April 11, we sure could use a couple of volunteers.  
We also need a couple volunteers to help at admission table and our raffle/information booth. 
Please call Gerri or email mmsteelheaders@yahoo.com to volunteer. 
 



P. O. Box 321 
Sunfield MI. 48890 

NEWSLETTERS & WEBSITE 
Thanks to Greg Gumbrecht we now have a website and an easy way to get your newsletters. 
For your newsletters I will email a note telling you to click http://www.michigansteelheaders.org/
stchapter_newsletters.htm, when the newsletter is online. All you have to do is click and then you will go right to 
our newsletters. Wow, Greg has made this easy for you. If you’re getting your newsletter mailed and can do this 
please email mmsteelheaders@yahoo.com  so I can add you to our email list. 
Our website is http://midmich.michigansteelheaders.org/ index.html, please add this to your favorites. 


