
 

OCTOBER 2008 
President’s Corner: 
Fist I want to thank everyone for the cards, gifts, e-mails and calls while I’m ill. 
As I write this it is the last day of September, hard to believe the summer is over and fall is fast approaching. For someone who loves to hunt as 
well as fish October always offered too much choice of what to do on time off. Between rivers full of fish and by the end of the month most 
hunting seasons being open there was never enough time off. Come to think of there still isn’t but I have learned to budget it a little better. Early 
October is for fishing and a little deer scouting then the week before Halloween I get serious about the bow. Only problems occur when some-
one calls and wants to throw in a quick duck or pheasant hunt. Sure is nice to have a wife who understands my hobbies and more importantly 
encourages my engaging in them. So everyone it’s a great month get out and enjoy it 
Got the report from the Wellston outing seems the fish mostly had other plans for the weekend. Doug say’s everyone there had a great time. On 
the other hand yesterday Dennis Dann called me on his way back from Camp Fish and said they were very cooperative. All the difference a 
week makes. 
Tight lines 
Larry 
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CHAPTER CLOTHING 
Have you noticed how nice our members look in the hats, polo shirts, sweatshirts, denim shirts, jackets, etc  embroidered 
with our chapter and logo? Our chapter adopted the denim shirts to wear to sportshows and other public events, so our 
members have the same shirt. Rob and Kelli Nawrocki supply us with our chapter clothing at a price affordable to all. 
Check with them at chapter meetings to purchase or special order your chapter clothing.  
These are nice looking, affordable articles and let everyone know about your club when you wear even just  a cap. 
You may find a special gift for your favorite Mid-Michigan Steelheader in the collection of available products or ask. 

OCTOBER 20 MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
This is one meeting not to miss!! Our October meeting is 
where we plan our calendar for 2009. Your chance to 
voice what you would like. Are you going on fishing out-
ings? If not, you can make suggestions, to make outings 
so you’d like to go. 
Greg Blankstom is “tournament director” , will meet with 
Great Lake fishing people. On the other side of the room, 
John Hesse our “Stream Director” will be meeting with 
our stream and river fishing people. Each group will dis-
cuss outings they’d like in 2009. 
HEY WE’RE A FISHING CLUB! don’tcha wanna fish? 
Well c’mon to this meeting, get details on what’s going 
on. 
Buddies Bar & Grill   Holt Plaza   in Holt 
Dinner/social hour 6:00pm    Meeting 7:00pm 



SEPTEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
 
When Capt. Denny Higelmier is our speaker, everyone leaves having learned something. Our September meeting was 
no exception! This time Denny gave many tips for river fishing; afterall Denny’s, Billy Sue Sportfishing, Charters in-
clude both Great Lake and River Charters. Denny gave tips from bait he uses to his favorite tackle. Everyone was very 
interested in these great tips. 
Several lake fishing people were planning on attending Doug Herbrucks Wellston Outing, (many had never stream or 
river fished), and reported back that they learned a lot from Denny. Our river members also said they learned great tips. 
THANK Denny for another great presentation. 

 
Salmon Camp 08 Big Flies Big Fish Big Fun!! 
Dateline Friday Sept. 26th -27th 28th Baldwin MI.  James Rd Camp & Pere Marquette River. 
 
Salmon Camp 08 opened Friday night in camp with Chef Min, prepares… is you ready: Curried Pork, Rice, String 
Beans and Planked Marinated Salmon, John Dann’ Italian Fresh Tomato Salad with Olive Oil, garlic and basil cloves. 
 
Everyone donned their waders and to the “Claybanks” we went. Cool temps of 51 clear skies and the stars and fish were 
plentiful. “Newbie” Stuart from Butler, WV got his first King Salmon on a glow “Bueters Bullet Fly” and went 3 for 5 
for Friday night. Congrats Stuart! 23 Fly fishing, over 50 Kings 3 Coho and 1 Brown landed about par, for the first 
night, as we remembered how to fly fish for Salmon by lantern, headlamps and stars. 
No kids or women in camp tonight so back at the Salmon campfire for cigars scotch and lies. Stuart, celebrated his first 
fly caught King with a rare treat for us northerners, his still made peach WV mountain moonshine from a mason jar for 
all. Smooooooth! 
 
Saturday morning bright and early breakfast Chef Amanda and Rhonda, Queen of Cloud 9 Resort served eggs sausage 
biscuits n’ gravy and plenty of coffee! By 10 AM everyone scattered to boats for floats, exploring the riverbanks or to 
the fly tying tables to re supply for tonight’s foray under a moonless but star filled sky. 
 
Saturday dinner 6PM: Pork Butt de-lights. Chef Charlie, his portable roaster, 40lb of charcoal some fuel and apply de-
light by 1:00 (matches) + 5 hours and 8 Pork Butts are grilled hot moist and dipped in Rhonda’ famous homemade Be-
be-cue sauce. Pork Potatoes Gravy, Beans N Bread (all on my plate). Desert is an array of Lindt Chocolates from their 
sales rep Fly fisherman/Mark and hot coffee. Newbie for Saturday night is 12 yr old sports nut Bryce Lameraeu (who 
held us up until Michigan won 27-25). Now off to the PM River. I was about to say no one got wet but Stuart, the gra-
cious mountain man from WV, tried his hand at netting big salmon in the river. Let us just say in his exciting exuber-
ance to net Bryce’s first fish, he missed then tried again and again and again Hey Stuart the fish is over here! Follow the 
fly line. Not those over there! He ran over to Bryce’ fish, knocked it off and 3 of us peed our… Oh well you get it. 
THEN Stuart fell in laughing. Shortly after he landed his 5th fish a 26lb. Female. As a happy Bryce landed 2 of 5 and 
our smaller group all caught fish, landing over 35 kings tonight, the other two groups total 56! 
Camp Master John Bueter ended our night demonstrating Spey Fly fishing by starlight, hooking and landing two 
Salmon in two consecutive casts. 
 
At tonight’s Salmon Camp-fire Congratulations to the newbie’s. You are 
newbie’s no more. 
  
So many of you missed camp this year and hope the memories of past 
camps and those who attended that are fishing in heaven will give us smile 
when we hook one with you, next year. 
DD 
Dennis Dann goes to Salmon Camp each year and submitted this report. 
Thank you Dennis 
John Dann and newbie 12 year old Bryce are pretty excited with this “big one”> 



WELLSTON 
 2nd ANNUAL STREAM OUTING 

 
This year the outing started on Friday for those of us who arrived early to fish the Manistee River. The fishing was hardly what you’d call red hot 
but there were a few salmon caught in the early morning. That evening, most of us had arrived and the fish were surfacing everywhere. Unfortu-
nately, that’s all there were doing so we retired to the warmth of the camp fire and some hot dogs with an adult beverage to wash it down. 
 
The next morning was the big fish contest and only two fish were caught. I had big fish and Bruce Baird had the other fish. The purse was $55 for 
the big fish but since there were only two caught I have offered to donate the money to the club to certify the club scales. There were fish jumping 
everywhere Saturday night, but again no fish caught. 
Sunday morning some left early but our boat caught two more salmon to smoke. 
 
Next year I will try to have another outing in Wellston at Twin Oaks Campground, probably the same weekend in September. I will try to have 
more details at the next meeting. 
 
Doug Herbruck 
 

NOTE: Doug Herbruck does a great job planning and chairing this annual September outing at Wellston. Dave and Pam 
Bieganski reported how much they enjoyed this outing and type of fishing, they joined the chapter to learn all types of 
fishing and as many members have, are now going to take part in extra river fishing besides their favorite Great Lake fish-
ing. The great thing about our chapter is members expand their learning by trying all types of fishing. 
Whether you river/stream or Great Lake fish, this is an outing you’ll want to attend September 2009. 



State Board meeting on 09-17-08 
 
There was a report on the State web site that the membership list for each chapter should be correct and up on the site with in a couple of weeks. 
This important so that the membership coordinator for each chapter can verify that it is current. This will make sure all new and old members get 
their newspaper and any other communication that is released for our membership. 
 
There was information that some time around the first part of Nov. or in Oct. Gander Mountain will have a Steelheaders Discount night so keep 
your eye out for that information. 
 
The Holland Chapter is still trying to get a fish cleaning station at the State launch 
 
Discussion for a fund raiser selling window stickers to promote fishing in Michigan  this would help to provide funds for the State account . 
 
Would you like to serve on the State Board, nomination for all position will be accepted until our next meeting on Oct 29th  contact  President Rick 
Balabon at president@michigansteelheader.org . 
 
Ron Hunt 

AUGUST CAMPOUT 2009 
It’s not too early to plan for next years outing. In fact, NOW is the time!   Campout 2009 is August 21-23. Many have al-
ready reserved their favorite lot! The organizing lots and people on lots is the hardest part of putting this together. SO… if 
you want to come to campout…..put August 21-23 on your calendar…….plan it like your vacation……….give Gerri your 
$$ and look forward to a great time!  Remember you DO NOT have a reservation until you pay your $25 (or what you owe 
for special accommodations). I can’t hold lots on maybes, NO favorite lots will be guaranteed after November 1 (sorry). 
NO RESERVATIONS WILL BE TAKEN AFTER APRIL 1, 2009 or guest added. By that date I need to know who’s go-
ing to be on each lot and total headcount. 
This isn’t our normal outings, it’s mostly chapter funded and a member benefit; so if you’re bringing a first time guest, you 
need to clear the guest with Gerri.  
Please help make things run smoothly by RSVP’ing early (many have already) and planning total # of people coming.  
 
This premier outing is family camping for the whole family. The chapter rents camping lots (it is not YOUR lot, many 
people share lots); furnishes hot dogs for Friday night (and snacking all weekend); Dr. Pepper/7up products; fishboil Satur-
day (members bring a dish to share); s’mores; and there’s a canopy on our community lots where everyone brings snacks 
to share. Oh and of course there’s the campfires. 
The cost is $25 per member for the weekend to help defray the cost to the chapter. This outing has grown enormously and 
each person will be asked to volunteer for helping set up, tear down, Saturday dinner set up or kitchen duty, evening before 
coffee set up, etc.  To keep your cost down to $25 per member, a volunteer sign up sheet will be available march-may. 
When everyone pitches in just a little, everyone enjoys this outing more. 
A guest is only welcome once! If they enjoy enough to want to come back, they need to be a member (no exceptions). This 
is a very special outing the Board does for members. Since this is a member benefit any guest must be cleared with Gerri 
by May 1. 



   
MEMBERSHIPS DUE 

 
JUNE    JULY       AUGUST               SEPTEMBER                    
Con Allison  Bob Clark        David Clark         Larry Flak                         
Don Cunningham       Wayne Wheeler              Dennis Dann           Raymond Schinler 
                                                              Kevin Sullivan        Bill Taylor    
                             Paul Wygant         Phil Vroman   
                                                             Steve Pecic 
         Brian Pratt    
         Pat Quinn                                       
          
Your support is very important to Mid-Michigan Steelheaders. Please make $35 check out to Mid-Michigan 
Steelheaders and mail to: 
Gerri Hoort 
P.O. Box 321 
Sunfield, MI. 48890 
 
MEMBERSHIPS DUE BEFORE AUGUST ARE IN DELETE STATUS   PLEASE SEND CHECK TODAY TO RE-
INSTATE. 
 
PLEASE HELP KEEP FISHING ALIVE FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 
 
IF YOUR MEMBERSHIP IS DUE, PAST DUE OR IN DELETE STATUS, YOU WILL BE CONTACTED IN THE 
NEXT 2 WEEKS BY EMAIL OR PHONE (IF I GET ANSWERING MACHINE I WILL LEAVE A MESSAGE, BUT 
WILL ONLY CALL ONCE). MOST OF YOU KNOW YOUR MEMBERSHIP STATUS, SO YOU COULD SAVE 
ME A LITTLE TIME BY CONTACTING ME WITH YOUR INTENTIONS: EMAIL mmsteelheaders@yahoo.com or 
phone Gerri (517) 242-0190. THIS WILL INCLUDE EVERYONE DELETED IN THE PAST YEAR. 
YOU HAVE SEEN HOW OUR CHAPTER IS GETTING MORE INVOLVED IN COMMUNITY EVENTS, RIVER 
CLEANUP, EUCATION COMMITTEE, KID TO MUCC CAMP PROGRAM, ETC.  TO CONTINUE THESE PRO-
GRAMS AND ADD MORE, YOUR MEMBERSHIP IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER. THIS IS WHY I AM 
CONTACTING EVEN MEMBERS ELETED AS FAR BACK AS A YEAR. THE PROGRAMS ARE TOO IMPOR-
TANT TO ABANDON, PLEASE RECONSIDER YOUR MEMBERSHIP. 
IF YOU CHOOSE NOT TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP THIS WILL BE YOUR FINAL NEWSLETTER. ALSO 
WOULD LIKE TO KNOW REASON YOU CHOOSE NOT TO RENEW, SO OUR CHAPTER CAN REVIEW WHY 
A MEMBER WOULD LEAVE THE CHAPTER 
   
 
Thank you  those of you that help me by contacting me with your yes (or no   oh boy I hope no no’s) and saving me a 
little time. 
Gerri 



P. O. Box 321 
Sunfield MI. 48890 


